
Chapter 14 - Personality
Exam Review

Question 1

According to psychodynamic principles, a little boy who 
continuously and mistakenly calls his teacher "Mom" probably

A) has been influenced by the Thanatos instinct of sex and 
pleasure.

B) has not successfully completed the oral and anal stages of 
development.

C) is making an age-appropriate-developmental mistake.
D) has some unconscious conflicts concerning his mother.
E) would rate low on the conscientiousness trait dimension.
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Question 2

As a child, Raoul loved to prance around the neighborhood wearing silly outfits. 
As he got older, he realized that he couldn't continue this kind of behavior unless 
he found some way for it to be viewed as more socially acceptable. Upon realizing 
this, Raoul decides to pursue a career as a circus clown. According to Freud, 
Raoul's ______________, which operates on the ______________ principle, is 
responsible for finding a socially acceptable outlet for his desire to run around 
wearing silly outfits.

A) id; pleasure
B) ego; reality
C) superego; morality
D) defense mechanism; denial
E) libido; rationalization
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Question 3

Reece really wants to have sex with his girlfriend Marjorie. 
According to the psychodynamic approach to personality, 
Reece's ______ will make compromises between his ______, 
which demands immediate satisfaction, and his ______, which 
tells him he should wait until he is married.

A) id; ego; superego
B) ego; superego; id
C) ego; id; superego
D) superego; id; ego
E) id; superego; ego
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Question 4

When Stacey's husband has had a frustrating day at work, he is 
easily irritated and sometimes screams at her. According to 
Freud, when Stacey's husband yells at her, he is employing the 
defense mechanism known as

A) displacement.
B) rationalization.
C) sublimation.
D) repression.
E) denial.
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Question 5

If Cindy is displaying the ego defense mechanism of repression, 
she would most likely

A) unconsciously forget a traumatic experience.
B) project her negative feelings onto another person.
C) provide a convincing motive for her unacceptable 

behavior.
D) express her unconscious conflicts in a socially desirable 

way.
E) do the opposite behavior of her impulse.
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Question 6

Darrin always feels angry. However, instead of recognizing his 
anger, Darrin believes that the people around him are angry. He 
is utilizing the defense mechanism of

A) projection.
B) rationalization.
C) sublimation.
D) displacement.
E) compensation.
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Question 7

One afternoon, Aaron ate hours-old Chinese food out of a 
garbage can. When his more sensible coworkers voiced their 
shock and disgust, Aaron replied, "It was in a styrofoam 
container, and there was nothing but paper in the trash can!" 
What defense mechanism was Aaron using?

A) Sublimation
B) Reaction formation
C) Displacement
D) Rationalization
E) Compensation

Question 7

One afternoon, Aaron ate hours-old Chinese food out of a 
garbage can. When his more sensible coworkers voiced their 
shock and disgust, Aaron replied, "It was in a styrofoam 
container, and there was nothing but paper in the trash can!" 
What defense mechanism was Aaron using?

A) Sublimation
B) Reaction formation
C) Displacement
D) Rationalization
E) Compensation



Question 8

Felix has always been attracted to his best friend's girlfriend 
Rita. From all outward appearances though, Felix seems to 
really dislike Rita. Felix is likely employing what defense 
mechanism?

A) Reaction formation
B) Displacement
C) Sublimation
D) Repression
E) Projection
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Question 9

Karson's parents always told him he was stupid, and he 
developed a fear of appearing stupid to other people. Thus 
Karson works very hard at school. According to Freud, Karson's 
hard work in school is an example of the ______ defense 
mechanism.

A) rationalization
B) reaction formation
C) sublimation
D) projection
E) compensation
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Question 10

Cameron is under a great deal of stress at work because of 
several upcoming deadlines. He is worried that he might be 
fired if he cannot meet the deadlines. He has reacted to his 
anxiety by smoking constantly and overeating. According to 
Freud, Cameron is fixated at the ______________ stage of 
psychosexual development.

A) phallic
B) genital
C) anal
D) oral
E) Oedipal
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Question 11

Janine is a neat freak. She can't stand it when anything is out of 
order. She is also reluctant to lend anything to her friends. 
According to Freud, Janine is suffering from a fixation at the 
______ stage of development

A) latency
B) phallic
C) genital
D) anal
E) oral
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Question 12

Jolene comes home from a hard day at school and complains 
that Bill, a fellow sixth grader she likes, doesn’t seem to like 
her. In fact, she says, he isn’t interested in any girls and all he 
seems to want to do is solve math problems and play kickball. 
Jolene’s mother just laughs and says, “Bill must still be in the

A) oral stage."
B) anal stage."
C) phallic stage."
D) genital stage."
E) latency period."
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Question 13

Oedipus has gotten over his unconscious desire for his mother 
and is consciously experiencing strong sexual feelings for girls 
his own age. According to Freud's psychosexual stages, Oedipus 
is most likely in the ________ stage.

A) oral
B) anal
C) phallic
D) genital
E) latency
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Question 14

After Eduardo takes a personality assessment based on the Big 
Five Model, the results indicate he is a gregarious and outgoing 
person who gains energy from being with other people. In other 
words, Eduardo has scored high on the dimension of

A) emotionality-stability.
B) agreeableness.
C) growth orientation.
D) self actualization.
E) extraversion.
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Question 15

After describing herself to the personnel director during a job 
interview, Jane added that she liked to attend formal affairs. 
According to Allport, this preference is an example of a 
_________ trait.

A) primary
B) secondary
C) central
D) cardinal
E) automatic
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Question 16

Vipool is using Skinner's functional analysis to understand his 
son's behavior. Vipool analyzes the

A) rewards and punishments his son has experienced.
B) impact of neurotransmitters on his son's behavior.
C) influence of his son's mood on his behavior.
D) fixed action patterns in his son's behavior.
E) effect the social situation has on his son's behavior.
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Question 17

Dr. Doerfler has recently developed a new technique for 
assessing personality—the Household Appliance Drawing Test. 
To complete the test, subjects are asked first to draw a picture of 
their favorite household appliance and then to tell a story about 
it. This is an example of a(n)

A) diagnostic interview.
B) objective technique.
C) projective technique.
D) lie scale.
E) conversion test.
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